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IRISH MIGRATORY AGRICULTURAL LABOURERS, 
1897. 



TO HIS EXCELLENCY 
GEOBGE HENEY, EABL CADOGAN, K.G., 

&c., &o., &a, 

Lord Lieutenant General and General Governor op Ireland. 



May it please your Excellency, 

I have the honour to submit the following Report and Tables concerning Irish 
Agricultural Labourers who habitually seek employment at a distance from their own 
homes, especially in England and Scotland. These Tables, which set forth the 
information on the subject obtained at the homes of the migratory labourers by the 
enumerators of agricultural statistics, are in continuation of those presented annually 
since the year 1880, and are comparable with the statistics of Migratory Labourers 
published in the Report on the Census of Ireland for 1841. 

It appears from the Tables that there were in June of this year 16,237 persons, 
or 3'5 per 1,000 of the population according to the Census of 1891, who had either left 
or intended to leave their homes to seek employment as agricultural labourers else- 
where : of these, 3,513 had not left their homes at the time of the enumeration. The 
corresponding number for 1896 was 16,312, showing a decrease of 75 in the present 
year. 

As in previous Reports, the chief points of interest with regard to migratory 
agricultural labourers may be dealt with under the following heads : 

I. Their distribution in Ireland when at home. 

II. Their relative proportion to the population : 

(a.) To the total population ; 

(6.) To the adult male population. 

III. Their social position -when at home as measured by the extent of their holdings, 

if any. 

IV. Their destination. . 2 
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AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS, IRELAND, 1897. 



I . — The distribution of agricultural labourers in Ireland when at home . — This is shown 
in the following statement : — 

Table I.— Showing for each County and Province the number of Migratory Agricultural Labourers 
whose usual residence is situated therein; with the proportion of such Labourers to every 1,000 
of the population, for the years 1894, 1895, 1896, and 1897, respectively. 







Migratory Agricultural Labour*?*. 


Rat 


por 1,000 


»«i»ding to ths | 




Poptilntinn 




















U Mil. 












in 1898. 


in 1896. 


in 1897. 






1891. 


1895. 


1896. 


1897. 




Leinster Province : 




















Carlow County, 


40,936 






















Dublin „ 


419,216 



















Kildare „ 


70,206 











57 










Kilkenny „ 


87,261 


— 


— 


— 















King’s ,, 


65,563 






















Longford „ 


52,647 


37 


15 


15 


43 


0-7 


0-3 


0-3 




Louth „ 


71,038 


62 


13 


17 


19 


0-9 


0-2 


0-2 




Meath „ 


76,987 











2 










Queen’s „ 


64,883 





















Westmeath ,, 


65,109 


5 





9 




0-1 




0-1 




Wexford „ 


111,778 


1 


2 


1 


4 










Wicklow „ 


62,136 


— 


— 


— 






— 


— 


_ 


Monster Provincb : 




















Clare County, 


124,483 






3 


2 










Cork „ 


438,432 


41 


72 


52 


33 


01 


0-2 


01 




Kerry 


179,136 

158,912 


93 


43 


88 


115 


0-5 


0-2 


0-5 


0-6 


Limerick „ 

Tipperary „ 


. 


9 


4 






0-1 




173,188 





6 


1 


10 










Waterford „ 


98,251 


12 


10 


11 


11 


01 


0-1 


01 


01 


Ulster Province : 




















Antrim County, 


428,128 


8 


18 


23 


24 






0-1 




Armagh „ 


143,289 


184 


168 


130 


93 


1-3 


1-2 


0-9 




Cavan „ 


111,917 


22 


16 


28 


18 


0-2 


01 






Donegal „ 


185,635 


1,543 


1,569 


2,534 


2,469 


8-3 


8-5 






Down „ 


267,059 


28 


20 


18 


16 


01 


01 




0-1 


Fermanagh „ 


74,170 


9 


4 


11 










Londonderry „ 


152,009 


23 


21 


13 


14 


0-2 


0-1 






Monaghan „ 


86,206 


38 


47 


29 


41 


0-4 


0-5 






Tyrone „ 


171,401 


35 


25 


31 


36 


0-2 


01 


0-2 


0-2 


Connaught Province : 




















Galway County, 
Leitrim „ 

Mayo n 

Roscommon 
SHgo 


214,712 

78,618 


1,656 

334 


1,384 

294 


1,712 

293 


1,797 

289 


7-7 

4-2 


6-4 

3-7 


80 

3-7 


8-4 

3-7 


219,034 

114,397 


9,508 

1,224 


8,374 

1,259 


8,863 

1,461 


8,701 

1,556 


43-4 

10-7 


38-2 
11 0 


40-5 
12 8 


39-7 

13-6 


98,018 


752 


750 


965 


881 


7-7 


7-7 


9-8 


9-0 


Summary. 




















Leinster Province, 


1,187,760 


105 


30 


42 


125 


01 






01 






146 


140 


159 


177 


01 


01 


0-1 


0-2 


Connaught „ 


724,774 


1,890 

13,474 


1,888 

12,061 


2,817 

13,294 


2,711 

13,224 


1-2 

18-6 


1-2 

16-6 


1-7 

18-3 


1*7 

18-2 


Total of Ireland, . 


4,704,750 


15,615 


14,119 


16,312 


16,237 


3-3 


80 


3-5 


3-5 



188T_9i qoo . ; , £ 7 -agricultural Labourers returned in 1880 was 22,900; 11 
k lsTs-lf*? 1882 -^ 836 : “ 1883-14,780 ; in 1884-14,413 ; in 1885-13,140 
U081- 1?9? ; ~ 12,423; in 1888 — 11,723 ; in 1889-12,028; in 1890- 

89^-14 fll 1 " 1 ^^'"^?": “ 1893-14,761 ; in 1894-15,615 ; i, 



oftTp^J^ of enti J® number for 1897, namely, 13,224, are native 
alone which countv » nn TOfkt. these, 8,701 come from the connty of May 

tone, which county furnishes over one-half of all the Irish migratory labourers 
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MIGRATORY AGRICULTURAL LABOURERS. 5 

They were distributed among the various Poor Law Unions in Mayo ; the principal 
being Swineford, 4,079 ; Westport, 1,231; Claremorris, 1 , 151 ; and Castlebar, 926 
(see Table II. and Fable in Appendix). In 1841 also, Mayo was the principal source of 
these migratory labourers. The numbers furnished by the other counties of 
Connaught m 1397, are: — Galway, 1,797 ; Roscommon, 1,556 (including 1,408 from 
the portion ot Castlereagh Union in this county) ; Sligo, 881 ; Leitrim, 2s9. 

The next province in importance, as to the supply of migratory labourers, is Ulster. 
The total number furnished by Ulster is 2,711 : of these, 2,409 (or 91 -1 per cent.) 
are natives of the county of Donegal. The numbers furnished by the various Poor Law 
Unions inthis county include— Glenties, 1,013; Dunfanaghy, S3 1 ; Millford,310; Inishowen, 
180, the other unions furnishing but small numbers. It will be observed that the 
numbers for the four unions named make a total of 2,334, showing that nearly all 
the migratory labourers of Donegal and more than 86 per cent, of all from Ulster are 
natives of the very limited area along the Douegal coast comprised in these four 
unions. Of the Ulster counties the next in order to Donegal is Armagh, which 
furnishes 93, of whom 80 are natives of Newry Union. The county of Monaghan 
furnishes 41 ; Tyrone, 36 ; Antrim, 24 ; Cavan, 18; Down, 16 ; and Londonderry, 14. 
There were no migratory labourers from Fermanagh. 

The province of Munster furnishes 177. They are distributed as follows: — Kerry 
County, 115 ; Cork, 33; Waterford, 11 ; Tipperary, 10 ; Limerick, 6 ; and Clare, 2. 

The province of Leinster furnishes only 125 migratory labourers. These are princi- 
pally natives of the counties of Kildare, Longford, and Louth, which respectively furnish 
57, 43, and 19, or 95 '2 per cent, of the whole number from this province. The only 
labourers from other counties in Leinster are 4 from Wexford, and 2 from Meath. 
There are this year no migratory labourers from Carlow, Dublin, Kilkenny, King’s 
Co., Queen’s Co., Westmeath, or Wicklow. 

Comparing the foregoing analysis with the corresponding returns for the year 1896, 
it will be observed that the total number of migratory labourers has decreased by 75. 
In the province of Leinster the numbers show an increase of 83, or 197'6 per cent. ; in 
Munster an increase of 18, or 11*3 per cent. In these two provinces the numbers were 
so small in 1896 and 1897 that they could not have any appreciable effect on the social 
condition of the labouring classes or on the labour market. In Ulster the number in 
1896 was 2,817, and in 1897 it is 2,711, being a decrease of 106, or 3 '8 per cent. 
A decrease of 65 occurred in Donegal, which county is the chief residence of the 
migratory labourers of Ulster. The number for Connaught rose from 9,877 in 1886 to 
10,148 in 1887 ; it fell to 9,941 in 1888, rose to 10,271 in 1889, and to 12,034 in 1890, fell 
to 11,069 in 1891, rose to 12,661 in 1892, fell to 12,589 in 1893, rose to 13,474 in 
1894, fell to 12,06 L in 1895, rose to 13,294 in 1896, and fell to 13,224 in 1897 ; the last 
number showing a decrease of 70, or 0‘5 per cent., when compared with that for 1896. 
These figures show that a large number of the inhabitants of Connaught still pursue the 
avocation of migratory labourers. Mayo as usual heads the county list, showing a de- 
crease of 162 as compared with the number for the county in 1896. 



II, The proportion which the migratory labourers bear to the population resident 

in the districts from which they come is a matter of more importance than the absolute 
number from any particular area. In Table I. the proportion of migratory labourers 
per 1,000 of the population is given. It will be observed that the proportion . for the 
whole of Ireland is but 3 ‘5 per 1,000, but when considered by provinces it is found 
that the proportion in Connaught is 18'2 per 1,000 ; in Ulster it is 1*7 ; in 
Munster, O' 2 ; and in Leinster, 0T. 

A more exact analysis of the numbers furnished by Connaught shows that in Mayo 
the proportion of migratory labourers to the population reached the large number of 
39'7 per 1,000 ; in Roscommon it was 13'6 ; in Sligo, 9’0 ; in Galway, 8'4 ; and in 
Leitrim, 37.- 

In Ulsterj the proportion reached J 3*3 in Donegal, 0'6 in Armagh, and O' 5 in 
Monaghan ; but in all other counties it was much under l'O per 1,000. 
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In Munster the highest rate per 1,000 is 0 6 in Kerry ; but in all the other counties 
of this province the numbers are so small that they are not likely to have any import- 
ant general effect. 

In Leinster the highest rate per 1,000 is 0 8 in Kildare and Longford. 

The following are, therefore, the counties in which the influence of the migration 
of labourers is most likely to be felt : — 

Mayo, . . . 39-7 per 1,000. • Sligo, . . 9-0 per 1,000. 

Roscommon, . . 13 6 per 1,000. Galway, . . 8 4 per 1,000. 

Donegal, . . 13-3 per 1,000. | 



In Leitrim the number (37 per I,0u0) appears to be sufficiently large to produce 
an appreciable effect. 



Table II.— Showing by Point Law Unions the Number of Migratory Agricultural Labourers (in 1897) 
whose usual Residence is situated therein; with the Proportion of such Labourers to every 1,000 
of the Population, according to the Census of 1891. 




Populatlo 



Counties in which Situated. 



Counties I 



Abbeyleix, 

Athlone] . 

A the, 

Baiiieborough, 
Baliina, . 
BaUinsiloe, 
Ballinrobe, 

Ballycastle, 

Ballvmahon, 

Ballymena, 

Ballymoney, 

Ballyshannon, 

Bally vngban, 
Balrothery, 
Baltinglass, 
Banbridge, 



19,080 
29,655 
16,772 
56,857 
29,7119 
25,635 
IK, 75 1 

87,894 

20,739 



Clonmel, . 
Coleraine, 
Conkstowr 
Cooteliill, 



Fermanagh and Monaghan, 
Tipperary anil Waterford, . 
Antrim and Lon clou tlorry, . 
Tyrone, .... 
Cavan and Monaghan, 

Cork, .... 
Clnro, .... 
Limerick,. 

Westmeath, 

Donegal, .... 

Down 

Louth and Meath, 

■Sliac. 

Dublin 

Dublin 

Armagh, Louth, and Mon- 
aghan 

Donegal 

Waterford, 

Cork, .... 
Dublin and Meath, . 
Kildare, King’s, and Meath, 
Clare, .... 
Carlow aud Woxford, 

Cavan, Fermanagh, and 
Tyrone, 

Clare 

Cork, .... 

Galway, .... 
Donegal, .... 

Wexford, .... 

Galway 

Or van,’ Longford, and West- 

Donegid, .... 
Fermanagh and Tyrone, . 
Cork, .... 

Cavan and Month, . 
Kerry, .... 

Down 

Kilkenny, 

Claro 



20,774 

32,8117 

27,161 

25,670 

132,792 

•., 1:99 

12,539 

9,365 

19,021 

22,891 

43,236 

29,212 

15,019 

148,996 

200,709 

40,144 

15,074 



Westmeath A Roscommon, 
Kildare and Queen's, 

Cavan, .... 
Wave and Sligo, 

Galway and Roscommon, . 
Galway and Mayo, . 

Antrim, .... 
Longford and Westmeath, 

Antrim 

Antrim and Londonderry, 
Donegal. Fermanagh, nnd 

Clare, .... 
Dublin, .... 
Carlow,Kildare & Wieklow, 
Armagh and Down, . 



Cork, 

Corrufin, 

Groom, 

Dnlvin, 

Dingle, 



Downpatrick, . 
Drogheda, 
Dromon, West, 
Dublin, North, 
Duldin, South, 
Dundalk, 



Dunfanaghy, 

Dungannon, 

Dungarvan, 

Dunmanway, 

Dunshanghlin, 

Edendcrry, 

Enniscorthy, 

Enniskillen, 

Ennistimon, 
Fermoy, . 
Galway, . 
Glonnnmaddy, 
Glenties, . 

Gorey, . 
Gort, 

Granard, . 

tnishowen, 

Irvinestown, 

Kanturk, 



Belfast, . ! 

BelmuUec, 
Borrisokane, . 
Boyle, . 
Cahersiveeu, . 
Callan, . . 

Carlow, . 
Carricdanacross, 

Carrick-on-Shannon, 

Carrick-on-Suir, 

Cashel, . 

Castlebar, 
Castleblayney, . 
Ctstlecomer, . 



Roscommon nud Sligo, 
Kerry, .... 
Kilkenny and Tipperary, . 
Carlow and Queen’s, 
Monaghan, 

Leitrim nnd Roscommon, . 
Kilkenny, Tipperary, nnd 
Waterford, . 

Tipperary, . . . 

Mayo, .... 
Armagh and Monaghan, . 
Kilkenny, 

Tyrone, .... 
Mr.yo and Roscommon, 

Cavan, ■ 

Dublin, Kildare., & Meath, 



35,883 

23,854 

15,245 

36,067 

16,414 

22,161 



23,183 

28,921 926 

29,574 18 

11,499 - 

13,528 25 

37,474 1,784 

12,389 3 

41,974 

14,981 

28,424 1,151 

20,569 86 

17,022 

18,951 1 

21,955 



Castleaerg, 
OMtlinun 
Castletown, 
| Cavan, . 

Oelhridge, 

Claremorria 
Clifdea, . 
Clogheen, 
Cloghor. 
Clonakilty, 



Kells, . 
Kenroare, 
Kilkcel, . 
Kilkenny, 
Killadysert, 



I 
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MIGRATORY AGRICULTURAL LABOURERS. 7 

Table II— Showing by Poor Lct Ustohs the Number of Misratokt Agricultural Labourers, bo.— continued. 



Poor Law Unions. 



Killnla, . 
Killarney, 
Kilraactlioroas, 
Kilmallock, 
Kilrnali, . 

Letterkcnny, 

Limavady, 

Limerick, 

Lisburn, . 

Lismore, . 

Lisnaskea, 

Listowel, 

Londonderry, 

Longford, 

Louglirea, 

Lurgan, . 

Macroom, 

Maghemfelt, 

Mallow, . 

Manorhamilton, 

Middleton, 

Millford, . 

Millstreet, 

Mitchelstown, 

Mohill, . 

Monaghan, 

Mounthellew, 

Mountmcllick, 



Nenngii, . 
Newcaatlc, 
New Roes, 



Countios iu wliioh Situated. 



Keny, ! 

Waterford, 

Cork and Limerick, 

Clare, 

Cork, 

Antrim, . 

Donegal, . 

Londonderry, . 

Clare and Limerick, 

Antrim and Down, 
Waterford, 

Fermanagh, 

Kerry and Limerick, 
Donegal and Londonderry, 
Longford, . 

Galway, . 

Antrim, Armagh, & Down, 
Cork, . . 

Londonderry, . 

Cork, 

Leitrim, . 

Cork, 

Donegal, . 

Cork, 

Gorkand Limerick, 
Leitrim, . 

Monaghan, 

Galway, . 

King's and Queen’s, 

Westmeath, 

Kildare and Wicklow, 
Meath, 

Tipperary, 

Limerick, . 

Carlow, Kilkenny, and Wex- 
ford, . 



40,558 

8,342 

28,168 

31,4-23 

18,823 

33,870 

13,950 

23,369 



15,124 

18,074 

39,121 

60,021 

24,964 

22,244 

58,155 

26,088 

44,976 



21,808 

12,168 

15,742 

22,471 

30,452 

16,477 

31,451 

30,614 

36,978 

16,099 

27,382 

26,505 

33,544 

58,134 

41,286 



Migratory 

Labourers. 



Poor Law Unions. 



Oldc&stle, 

Omagh, . 

Oughterard, 

Parsonstown, 

Portumna, 

Rathdown, 



Rathkeale, 



Skibbereen, 

Skull, . 

Sligo, 

Strabane, 

Stranorlar, 

Strokestown, 

Swineford, 

Thomastown, 

Thurles, . 

Tipperary, 

Touercorry, 

Tralee, . 

Trim, 

Tnam, 



Waterford, 

Westport, 
Wexford, 
Y oughal, . 



Counties in which Situated. 



Agricultural 

Lebourrn. 



Cavan and Meath, . 
Tyrone, . 

Galway, . 

King’s and Tipperary, 

Dublin and Wicklow. 
Wicklow, 

Limcriok, 



Cork,' . I 
Cork, 

Sligtf, 

Donegal and Tyrone, 
Donegal, . 



Kilkenny, 

Tipperary, 

Limerick and Tipperary, 

Kerry, 

Meath, . 

Galway, . 

Clare, 

King's and Westmeath, 

Kilkenny, Queen's, and 
Tipperary, . . . ; 

Kilkenny and Waterford, . I 

Mayo I 

Wexford, . 

Cork and Waterford, 



17,247 

44,387 

18,975 

28,044 

10,363 

56,079 

27.626 

17.627 

17,561 



14,100 

28,450 

11,233 

41,154 

39,123 

15,108 

18,458 

48,261 

14,876 

25,613 

35.786 

22,210 

41.787 
16,011 
34,630 
11,695 
24,851 



50,308 

37,381 

35,142 



The following statement shows the proportion of Migratory Labourers in all those 
Poor Law Unions where it exceeds 10 per 1,000 of the population, according to the 
Census of 1891. 



Poor Law Unions. 


Counties in which situated. 


■Rate 

per 


Poor Law Unions. 


Counties in which situated. 


Rato 

per 

1 . 000 . 


Swineford, 
Dunfanaghy, 
Castlereagli, 
Claremorris, 
Glennamaddy, . 
"Westport, . 
Castlebar, . 


Mayo, 

Donegal, . 

Mayo & Roscommon, 
Mayo, 

Galway, . 

Mayo, 

Mayo, 


845 
530 
47 6 
40'5 
40-1 
.32-9 
320 


Glenties, . 

Tobercurry, 

Ballina, 

Mountbellew, 

Tuam, 

Belmullet, . 

Millford, . 


Donegal, . 

Sligo, 

Mayo and Sligo, 
Galway, . 
Galway, . 

Mayo, 

Donegal, . 


29-6 

27-7 

21-6 

170 

17-8 

14-8 

14-2 



The proportion of migratory labourers to the adult male population is an important 
element. This is shown in Table III., and the results are still more striking than 
when the numbers are viewed merely in relation to the total population. 

In this statement Mayo appears in a still more remarkable light, for it is found that 
no less than 167 per cent, ol the adult male population usually seek employment at a 
distance from their homes. In no other county in Ireland does the proportion reach 
6 per cent. 

In Roscommon the proportion is 57 per cent.; in Donegal, 5*0 ; in Sligo, 35; in 
•Galway, 3‘2 ; in Leitrim, 17 ; in no other county does it reach 1 per cent. 
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AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS, IRELAND, 1897. 



Table III— Showing for each County and Province the Number of Migratory Agricultural Labourers in 1897 
whose usual Residence is situated therein ; the Total Number of Males Twenty years of age and upwards, 
according to the Census of 1891, and the proportion per cent, of Migratory Labourers to the latter number. 



Provinces and Counties. 


Number cf 
Malas 20 years 
of ago Mid 


Migratory Agricultural 


Provinces and Countibs. 


Numbor of 
Males 20 yoars 
of ago and 
upwards. 


MlgratoryAgricultural | 




Rato 

porcont. 


Number. 




Leinster Province : 








Ulster Province : 










11,837 





_ 


Antrim County, 


107,391 


24 





Dublin ., 


112.578 


— 


— 


Armagh „ 


37,618 


93 


0-2 




23,042 


57 


0-2 


Cavan „ 


31,087 


18 


0-1 


Kilkenny ,, 


24,550 


— 


— 


Donegal „ 


49,752 


2,469 


5 0 




19,359 


— 


— 


Down „ 


68,121 


16 





Longford , , 


14,864 


43 


0-3 


Fermanagh „ 


21,544 


— 


_ 


Louth ,, 


19,239 


19 


01 


Londonderry „ 


40,637 


14 





Meath , , 


23,090 


2 


■ — 


Monaghan „ 


24,592 


41 


0-2 


Queen’s ., 


19,242 


— 


— 


Tyrone „ 


48,782 


36 


01 


Westmeath „ 


19,925 


— 


— 










Wexford ,, 


32,036 


4 


— 


Connaught Province : 








Wicklow „ 


17,839 


— 


— 


Galway County, 


55,885 


1,797 


8-2 










Leitrim „ 


20,571 


289 


1-4 










Mayo „ 


52,047 


8,701 


16-7 










Roscommon „ 


30,253 


1,556 


5-1 


Munster Province : 








Sligo „ 


25,133 


881 


3-5 


Clare County, 


33,444 


2 


_ 










Cork , , 


117,957 


33 














45,027 


115 


0-3 


Leinster Province, . 


337,607 


125 





Limerick ,, 


42,357 


6 





Munster „ 


313,953 


177 


0-1 




48,696 


10 





Ulster „ 


429,524 


2,711 


0-6 


Waterford „ 


26,472 


11 


- 


Connaught „ 


183,889 


13,224 


7-2 










Total op Ireland, . 


1,264,973 


16,237 


1-3 



III. — 'The social position of the Irish Migratory Labourer at home is best estimated by 
the fact of his being or not being a landholder ; and, if a landholder, by the extent of his 
holding. Table TV. contains the required information, from which it appears that of the 
16,237 Irish migratory labourers 12,350 or 76‘1 per cent, are not landholders. The 
per-centage of migratory labourers who are not landholders, is shown by provinces 
in the following statement : — 



Connaught, 

Ulster, 

Leinster, 

Munster, 



75-3 

78:2 

88-0 

92-7 



The landholding migratory labourers are proportionally more numerous in 
Connaught than elsewhere, and the average amount of land held by those who are 
landholders is greater in that Province. The number of landholders ; the number 
having over five acres ; the number with holdings not exceeding five acres : and the 
per-centage of holdings not exceeding five acres are as follow : — 



Number of Migratory Holders of 

Labourers who are Landholders, over five acres. 



Not exceeding Percentage not 
five acres. exceeding five cores. 



Connaught, . 


3,267 


Ulster, 


592 


Munster, 


13 


Leinster, 


15 



2,859 


408 


12-5 


437 


155 


26-2 


7 


6 


46-2 


1 


14 


93-3 



A further reference to Table TV. will show that it is only in Connaught that any 
considerable number of migratory labourers hold farms exceeding an area of fifteen 
acres. In considering this point the low value of the land in many parts of Connaught 
must be borne in mind. 

It will be found on analysis by counties and unions that the condition of the 
migratory labourers in relation to the land bears pretty much the same ratio as when 
considered by provinces : the proportions no doubt vary within small limits, as will be 
seen by inspection of the Table in the Appendix. It will be observed that of the 
8,/01 natives of Mayo, 2,449, or 28L per cent., are landholders, and of these 2,449 only 
325, or I3‘3 per cent., occupy holdings not exceeding five acres. 
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Table IV. — Showing, by Provinces, the number of Migratory Agricultural Labourers in 1897, 
not Landholders ; also the number having Land, and the Size of their Holdings. 



Classification of Holdin 
Statute Acres. 


Rain 




Provinces. 




Total of Ireland. 


Leinster. 


if uniter. 


Ulster. 


Connaught 


No. of Migratory Agricultural 












Labourers not Landholders, 


no 


164 


2,119 


9,957 


12,350 


No. having : — 














Holdings not exceeding 1 acre, 


8 


4 


2 


19 


33 


Do. above 11^ a 


2 acres, . 


3 


1 


23 


64 


81 


Do. „ 2lSf 


3 „ 


2 





32 


79 


113 


Do. „ 3 | gi ‘ 


4 „ 


l 




48 


127 


176 


Do. „ 4 1 S 


5 „ 


- 


1 


50 


129 


180 


I Total No. not exceeding 5 acres, 


14 


6 1 


155 


408 


583 


Holdings above 5 1 


flO acres, 





1 


180 


1,096 


1,277 


Do. „ 10 Ls 


15 „ . 





— 


97 


844 




Do. „ 15 i 5 


20 „ . 


1 


1 


66 


490 


558 


Do. „ 20 il| 


126 „ . 







16 


175 


191 


Do. „ 25 3 


30 „ . 




1 


24 


93 


118 


Do. ,, 30 


140 „ . 





2 


13 


98 


113 


1 Do. nbovo 40 acres, 


— 


2 


41 






Gross Total, 




125 


177 


2,711 


13,224 


16,237 



IV . — The destination of the migratory labourers is the next point requiring special 
attention. The following statement shows the destination of the Migratory Labourers 
from each Province : — 



Provinces. 

Leinster. 

Munster, 

Ulster, 

Connaught, 



Total, 



Elsewhere In Ireland. England, 

58 31 

150 26 

117 147 

52 12,539 

377 12,743 



Scotland. 

36 

1 

2,447 

633 



3,117 



It appears that 78-5 per cent, sought work in England, 19 -2 per cent, in Scotland, 
and 2 ‘3 per cent, in Ireland. 

A comparison of the provinces shows that in Leinster of the 125 labourers, 67 sought 
employment in Great Britain, and 58, or 46'4 per cent, in Ireland. 

In Munster, of the 177 labourers, 27 sought work in Great Britain, and 150, or 84'7 
per cent., merely migrated to other parts of Ireland. 

In Ulster of the 2 711 labourers, 2,594 sought work in Great Britain (147 m England, 
and 2 «7 te ScXnd), and 117, or 4-3 per cent, sought employment in Ireland 

In Connaught, of the 13,224 labourers, 13,172 sought work in Great Britain (only 633 
of these in Scotland), and but 52, or 0’4 per cent in Ireland. 



frot l “he W v^orprovinc,TporL n hav'e bSTcollected b> the emigmtion enumerators, 
and a summary thereof is given on page 16. , 

ssssss 

an increase of 140. B 
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The returns for the ports show an increase from 11,027 in 1896 to 11,421 this year ; in 
the Midland Great Western Railway returns a decrease is observed, for in 1896 the 
number of harvestmen carried by the Company was 21,918, whereas in 1897 the number 
was 21,664, or 254 less than in the previous year. The number of harvestmen who 
travelled over this line in 1895 was 23,688 ; in 1S94 it was 23,613 ; in 1893 it was 23,535 ; 
in 1892 it was 27,071 ; in 1891 it was 25,659 ; in 1890 it was 24,535 ; in 1889 it was 
22,435 ; in 1888 it was 22,800 ; in 1887 it was 21,355 ; in 1886 it was 21,698 ; in 1885 
it was 22,610; in 1884 it was 22,500; in 1883 it was 22,111 ; in 1882 it was 21,422, 
and in 1881 it was 26,367. 

It will be observed that there is a large discrepancy between the total number 
(33,085) given in the Railway and Port Statistics, and that (16,237) shown in the 
Tables compiled from the Returns made by the Enumerators of Agricultural Statistics. 
In considering this discrepancy, which is somewhat similar to that noticed in previous 
years, it should be borne in mind that a large number of the agricultural labourers who 
migrate annually to England pay two visits, and that this is an element which it is impos- 
sible accurately to eliminate from the emigration and railway returns. On inquiry at the 
Midland Great Western Railway I have been informed that, “about 2,000 go twice 
each year,” and that, “ a large number remain in the counties near Dublin,” but the 
Emigi-ation Returns contain no information on this point. Again, there are doubtless 
many persons who, at the time of the collection of the information by the Enumerators 
of Agricultural Statistics, did not intend to migrate, but whom circumstances sub- 
sequently led to do so, and it is equally probable that the Emigi-ation Returns include 
many persons who are town labourers, not agricultural labourers. When due allowance 
is made for these facts, it will be found that the numbers returned by the Enumerators 
of Agricultural Statistics represent those who habitually pursue the avocation of 
migratory agricultural labourers. 



I have the honour to remain, 

Your Excellency’s faithful servant, 

THOS. W. GRIMSHAW, 

Registrar-General. 



Generai, Register Office, 

Charlemont House, Dublix, 

14 th September, 1897. 
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APPENDIX. 



Table showing, by Counties anil Pom Lot Union., the number of Migratory Agricultural Labourer., whose usual F 
situated therein; the Aral of their HoUings in Statute Acre. ; the place in which the; .ought or intended to 
aent ; and the Number who had not left their Homes at the time (month of June, 1897) the Enumerators took the ffiS 



Province of Leinster. 
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Table slowing, by Counties and Poor Law Unions, tie number of Migratory Agricultural Labourers, & c —continued 



COUNTIES 

POOR LAW UNIONS. 


|i 

if 
y . 

sJ S 

ill 
p 3 






Num 


DEX or MlSK 






.ABOURBRa HAVING LAND, AND AREA 0 
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1 ss« 

ifl-lv 
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11 
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|| 
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S .£ 

I 1 


jl 

|f 


a „ 
« 1 

sf 
k| 
< “ 


e 

<: 

1 


I 


1 


£ 


Keath County. 

Arose, part of, . 

Oelbhioge, „ 

Drogheda, „ 

Dunshaughlin, „ 
Edekdekry, „ 

Oldcastie, part of 
Trim 

Total, 

Queen's County. 

Abdryleix, 

Athy, part of, 

Carlow, ,, , 

Movntmellick, part of, 

Urlingfohd, “ 

Total, 

Westmeath Co. 

Athlone, part of, 
Balltuahon, „ 

Delyik, 

Granaud, part of, 
Mollingar, . 
Tvllahore, part of, 

Total, 

Wexford County. 

Enniscortey, part of, . 
Gorbt, 

New Ross, part of. 
Shillelagh, „ , 
Wexford, . . . 

Total, 

Wicklow County. 

RaMIN GLASS, part of, . 

Naas, 

Rathdow, „ | 

Rathdbcm, . \ 

Shillelaqh, part of, ! 

Total, . 




2 


























































1 




1 


: 






2 




_ 


- 




■ 
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' 
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ince of Mune 
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Clare County. 

Ballyvaohan, . 
Cokrotih, . 

EtUilS, . 

Enmstimon, . [ 

Kiludysbrt, 

Kilrush, . 
Limerick, part of, 

SCARRIPF, ,, , 

Tolla, . • . . 

Total, 

Cork County, E.R. 

Ban doh, part of, . 
Cork, . 

Fermoy, . ] 

Kanturk, . 
Ku.hau.ock, part of. 
Kinsalb, 

Uacroou, 

Mallow, . ” _ 
Middleton, 
Hillstreet, part of, 
Mitchelstow.n, 
Youqhal, f> 

Total, 




2 

T 
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Table showing, by Counties and Poor Law Unions, the number of Migratory Agricultural Labourers, etc continued 

Province of Ulster. 
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Table showing, by Counties and Poor Law Unions, the number of Migratory Agricultural Labourers, tic.— continued. 
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Table showing, by Counties and Poor Lnw Unions, the number of Migratory Agricultural Labourers, d-c. ccmlinued 



COUNTIES 

AND 

POOR LAW UNIONS. 


i! 

if 

pi 

ill 

f. 




Nra 


“O' 1 "™ 


TOSY 


Anaicc 


tubal Lsaouaias hat 
mn Holdings. 


no Law 


D.AKD 






u 

21 

11 


Wmmi 


* EMPLOTSD. 


rli-i 

-Jl 

I'iP 

||tl| 
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_ 

6 

20 

14 

5 

55 

100 ” 


1 
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S 

H 
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il 


fc 

It 

S- 

«.a 

il 


if 


it 

\l 


i £ 
il 


31 

52 

P 


II 

il 


If 

if 

JS 


if 

S3 

af 

11 


It 
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1 
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1 


SHgo County. 

BaIiUKA, part of, . 

Dhouore West, . 

Suoo 

TOBERCORRY, 

Total, 


9 

145 

55 

11 

510 




'i 


"i 


•-> 


2 

2 


f 

4 


‘ 7 

3 

31 


14 

23 


t 


'■3 

1 




* i 
'in 


‘i 

14 


176 

13 

#18 


5 

170 

24 

(112 


6 

G 

41 

HI 


3 

3 


730 




i 


i 


4 


5 


11 


41 




14 


12 


7 


11 |(o) 15 


881 


817 


SUMMARY BY PROVINCES. 








PROVINCES. 








































Leinster, . 


110 


8 


3 


3 


1 




14 






1 










125 


' 31 


36 


58 


22 


Munster, . 


164 


4 


1 






1 


6 


1 




1 


. 


i 


2 


2 


177 


26 


1 


150 




Ulsteb, 


2.119 


2 


23 


32 


48 


50 


155 


180 


97 


66 


16 


21 


13 


41 


2,711 


147 


2,447 


117 




Co.^kauort, . . . j 


9,957 


19 


54 


79 


127 


129 


408 


1,096 


844 


490 


175 


93 


98 


63 


13,224 


12,539 


633 


52 


2^19 


T"“ • 


12,350 


33 


81 


113 


176 


180 


583 


1,277 


941 


558 


191 


118 


113 


106 


16,237 


12,743 


3,117 


377 


3,513 



(a) Comprising 1 auh of 41, 45, 55, 56, 57, 70, 73, 73, 80, 91, and 153 acres, and 2 «ad, of 42 and 



Bbtum showing the Number of Laboueebs who left each of the undermentioned Posts from the 
1st January, 1897, to the 31st August, 1897, for temporary employment in England or Scotland. 





January. 


Fubrunry. 


March. 


April. 


May. 


Juno 


July. 


August. 


Total to 
tho end of 




















AugURt 


Ballina, 
Belfast, 
Coleraine, . 
Cork, 

Drogheda, . 


3 

225 

15 

4 
7 


15 

307 

23 

6 

6 


13 

410 

19 

7 


361 

27 

61 

7 


48 

838 

21 

85 

IS 


111 

292 

17 

38 

9 


13 

46 

18 

31 

19 


22 

141 

10 

13 

7 


225 

2,620 

150 

240 

80 


Dundalk, . 
Galway, 


29 


75 


114 


72 


81 


107 


37 


5 


520 


Greenore, . 
Lame, 


50 

128 


35 

122 


80 

135 


154 

125 


148 

146 


172 

168 


48 

166, 


38 

201 


725 

1,191 


















2 


2 


Londonderry, 
Newry, 
Portruah, . 


344 

60 


369 

18 


444 

29 


405 

31 


519 

01 


657 

47 


540 

46 


273 

44 


3,551 

336 


Sligo, 

"Warrenpoint, 


76 


ni 


120 


190 


167 


363 


111 


48 


1,186 


Waterford, 
Westport, . 
Wexford, . 


14 


20 

6 


24 

14 


29 

bl 


33 

88 


27 

159 


24- 


14 


185 

342 




6 






10 


12 


6 


65 


1 Total, 


964 


1,114 


1,418 


1.546 


2,262 


2,178 


1,118 


826 


11,421 
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Number of Harvestmen conveyed over the Midland Great Western Railway System from the 
undermentioned Stations to Dublin, during the Season of 1897. 
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Dublin Castle, 



1 5th September, 1897. 



Sir, 

I have to- acknowledge the Receipt of your Letter of the 14th instant, 
forwarding, for submission to His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, the Report 
and Tables relating to Migratory Agricultural Labourers — Agricultural Statistics, 
Ireland, 1897. 



I am. Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

J. B. DOUGHERTY. 



The Registrar-General, 

Charlemont House, 

Rutland Square. 
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